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The Self-Reflective Preparation
· Think beyond your present PhD studies about yourself as a future scholar/researcher and teacher.  

· Is your PhD thesis the last major research for you or the first?  What questions or lines of investigation interest you and may have potential?  

· Reflect on yourself as a teacher:  What do you know about what is involved?  (Talk with your teachers!)  What are your strengths and interests vis-a-vis what is involved?  What are your subjects of competence (distinguishing elementary and advanced levels)?  

· Reflect on your own studies:  What teaching/teachers “worked” for you (elicited interest, prompted engagement, conveyed knowledge, etc.), and what made them “work” for you?  What bad experiences of teaching/teachers can you profit from?  (This is perhaps more important than simply attending courses on pedagogy.)

· But take opportunities for pedagogical advice (e.g., offered by your university for PhD students).

· Think about currents in your field, and try to form some larger picture of your discipline beyond your own research.

· All this will help you prepare a better resumé and application letter.  It will also prepare you for the interview.

Intelligence-Gathering & Careful Application
· Get information on the post and the institution and department.  Who is there?  What are their degrees?  What their present emphases and lacunae?  What tone or orientation?  

· Email or phone if necessary.

· Tailor your resumé and application letter to the post.

· Keep your former/present teachers acquainted with your progress.  

· Choose references carefully!  Provide them with full information:  the advert, your updated c.v., your letter of application.  Give them adequate time to prepare a solid and thoughtful reference letter.  Discuss with them your interests and aspirations, and invite their advice.  (Inquire whether they know people at the institution, and so might give an informal contact too.)
· Find out if references are asked for at/with application (often in N. America, but not so often in the UK).

· In the UK especially (due to RAE/REF), speak to your future research and publication plans explicitly in your application.
